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Prior to joining Pisanelli Bice in 2012, Mr. Smith worked 
in the Las Vegas office of McCormick, Barstow, 
Sheppard, Wayte & Carruth LLP.

Mr. Smith practices in both state and federal court. He 
has handled a wide range of issues including contractual 
disputes, tortious interference, and defamation. Mr. 
Smith has also handled a number of matters in the 
Nevada Supreme Court.

During law school, Mr. Smith was an associate editor 
of the Drake Law Review. He was a research assistant 
for the first edition of the gaming law casebook The 
Law of Gambling and Regulated Gaming. Mr. Smith 
also worked as a student legal intern at the Iowa State 
Appellate Defender where he represented clients in their 
criminal appeals. He wrote briefs and argued in front of 
the Iowa Court of Appeals and Iowa Supreme Court and 
won reversal in front of the Iowa Supreme Court.
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Education:

	n  University of Iowa, B.A. with Honors, Political 
Science and International Studies, 2007

	n  Drake University Law School, J.D. with High 
Honors, 2010

Professional Awards:

	n  Nevada Business Magazine – Legal Elite, 
Best Up & Coming Attorneys

	n  Mountain States Super Lawyers – Appellate - 
Rising Star

Professional Memberships:

	n Clark County Bar Association
	n State Bar of Nevada
	n The Federalist Society
	n International Masters of Gaming Law

Bar and Court Admissions:

	n  Nevada
	n  U.S. District Court, District of Nevada
	n  U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit

Publications:

	n  J. Smith, “No Spin: Why Judge Posner’s 
Roulette Player Can Recover His Orange 
Chip,” Gaming Law Review and Economics 
(2011)..

	n  J. Smith, “Fighting For Regulation: Mixed 
Martial Arts Legislation In The United 
States,” Drake Law Review (2010).

 n  J. Smith, “The Iowa Supreme Court’s Flawed 
Application of Gaming Law Principles in 
Blackford v. Prairie Meadows Racetrack 
and Casino,” Gaming Law Review and 
Economics (2013).


